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 As I write these words, fall is fading into winter. The leaves are dropping to the 

ground and I know that the season is changing. The winter season starts us off with 

wonderful events ï Thanksgiving and Christmas. At both of these times, we cele-

brate Godôs goodness to us. What a wonderful time of year!! 

And last weekend ï October 24 ï 26 ï there was much celebrating and learning and 

making new friends and growing in the Lord. Pat Greenwalt, MaryLynn Huntwork 

and I were at the Assembly of Leaders in St. Louis. We learned new things and re-

freshed on some not ï so ï new things. Two of the areas of focus were Mentoring 

( Building Up Our Sisters in Christ) and our Personal Relationship with Jesus Christ 

( Christ- Centered Living.) Everything we did was focused around the four Primary Targets.   

Two definitions about mentoring that I heard and like are: 1. A mentor is someone who invests herself in 

others. 2. Mentoring is using the best part of yourself to help someone else. Think about this and see 

where you can be a mentor to someone. 

Christ-centered living is a must if we want to be doing the things that God created us to do. Without Him, 

we will miss the mark. Daily devotions, regular Bible study alone and in groups, a daily prayer time and 

regular worship are things that enable us to have Christ as our center. 

Pat, MaryLynn and I plan to put together a program for you with the highlights of the things we learned. 

It will be interactive and fun. Watch for it in 2009. 

May the Baby in the Manger be your focus these days. Merry Christmas!!!  Elaine 

 

Sending all of You wishes for a 

Merry Christmas and most 

Blessed New Year 
 

Your WA- AK District Board of Directors 
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Thank you for your support and confidence in 
electing me as your District Vice President of 
�&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���/�L�I�H�������,���W�U�X�V�W���L�Q���*�R�G�¶�V���S�O�D�Q���D�Q�G���+�L�V���J�X�L�G��
ance through the experience and sharing of all 
of you.  I also trust that God does not give us 
more than we can handle. 
 
After the convention in June my journey contin-
ued on to MN for my 40th class reunion. How fun 
and exciting to see classmates without the wor-
ries and angst of yesteryear. Everyone was 
friends with all and it was freeing to be who we 
are. 
 
�0�\���Q�H�[�W���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\���Z�D�V���W�R���,�G�D�K�R���I�R�U���P�\���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�¶�V��
wedding. It was a week filled with many events 
and last minute to dos. The Christ-centered 
ceremony was beautiful, as will be their new life 
journey together. 
 
 Last fall at our district retreat, I spoke about 
�³�W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�´���� �D�Q�G�� �P�\�� �W�U�X�V�W�� �L�Q�� �*�R�G�¶�V��
promise of 
�³�7�U�D�L�Q���D���F�K�L�O�G���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�\���K�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���J�R�����D�Q�G���Z�K�H�Q��
�K�H���L�V���R�O�G���K�H���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���W�X�U�Q���I�U�R�P���L�W�´�����3�U�R�Y�������������1�,�9 
This verse is very comforting to me and proba-
bly to most Christian parents. With four children 
now married and moved far away from my hus-
band and me in Alaska, I rely on those words 
and pray that even with my bumbling parenting 
skills, my children will continue the proper train-
ing of my grandchildren 
 

My newly married daughter and her husband 
have the scripture reference Deut 6:5-9 en-
graved on their wedding rings. 
 
�³�/�R�Y�H���W�K�H���/�R�U�G���\�R�X�U���*�R�G���Z�L�W�K���D�O�O���\�R�X�U���K�H�D�U�W���D�Q�G��
with all your soul and with all your strength. 
These commandments that I give you today are 
to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your 
children. Talk about them when you sit at home 
and when you walk along the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up. 
 
Tie them as symbols on your hands  and bind 
them on your foreheads. Write them on the 
�G�R�R�U�I�U�D�P�H�V���R�I���\�R�X�U���K�R�X�V�H�V���D�Q�G���R�Q���\�R�X�U���J�D�W�H�V���´ 
 
These are the Words of our Lord. Let us all live 
by them daily. With Thanksgiving and the start 
of Advent, take this marvelous opportunity to 
share with family and friends the reason for our 
thankfulness and the source of all our blessings. 
In doing so, we will be uplifted ourselves and 
renewed in our faith. 
 
Bless all of you on your Christ Centered Life 
Journey. 
In His Service, 
Marilee Ryan 
VP Christian Life 
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Mission Statement of the LWML 
www.LWML.org  

The mission of the Lutheran Women's Mis-
sionary League is to assist each woman of 
The Lutheran Church�² Missouri Synod in 
affirming her relationship with the Triune 
God so that she is enabled to use her gifts 
in ministry to the people of the world. 


